
 

Table 2-1. Selected Kern County General Plan Goals, Policies, and Implementation Measures  
Goal Policy Implementation Measure 

Physical and Environmental Constraints (Shallow groundwater within 15 feet of the land surface is considered a constraint.) 
Goal 1. To strive to prevent loss of life, reduce personal injuries, and property 
damage, minimize economic and social diseconomies resulting from natural 
disaster by directing development to areas which are not hazardous. 

Policy 1. Kern County will ensure that new developments will not be sited on land 
that is physically or environmentally constrained 

Measure C. Cooperate with the Kern County Water Agency to classify lands in the County 
overlying groundwater according to groundwater quantity and quality limitations. 

Public Facilities and Services (Relevant to water supply development and groundwater protection.) 
Goal 5. Ensure that adequate supplies of quality (appropriate for intended use) 
water are available to residential, industrial, and agricultural users within Kern 
County. 
Goal 9. Serve the needs of industries and Kern County residents in a manner 
that does not degrade the water supply and the environment and protect the 
public health and safety by avoiding surface and subsurface nuisances resulting 
from the disposal of hazardous wastes, irrespective of the geographic origin of 
the waste. 
Goal 11. Reduce residential contamination of groundwater by encouraging 
sanitary sewer systems. 

Policy 2. The efficient and cost-effective delivery of public services and facilities will 
be promoted by designating areas for urban development which occur within or 
adjacent to areas with adequate public service and facility capacity. 

• Ensure that water quality standards are met for existing users and future 
development. 

• Ensure that adequate storage, treatment, and transmission facilities are 
constructed concurrently with planned growth. 

• Ensure the maintenance and repair of existing water systems. 
• Encourage utilization of wastewater treatment facilities which provide for reuse 

of wastewater. 
• Encourage the consolidation or elimination of small water systems. 
• Encourage the conversion of private sewer systems (septic tanks) to public 

systems. 
• Ensure that adequate collection, treatment, and disposal facilities are 

constructed concurrently with planned growth. 
• Ensure that appropriate funding mechanisms are in place to fund the needed 

improvements which result from development and subsequent growth. 

Measure K. The appropriate agency should develop sewer and water master plans in 
areas where these services are lacking or deficient and in areas where urban development 
exists or is designated. 
 

Resources (Agriculture is vital to the future of Kern County and development of major water projects has greatly increased the amount of land in agricultural production.) 
Goal 2: Protect areas of important mineral, petroleum, and agricultural 
resource potential for future use. 
Goal 5: Conserve prime agriculture lands from premature conversion. 

 

Policy 10: To encourage effective groundwater resource management for the long-
term economic benefit of the County the following shall be considered: 

• Promote groundwater recharge activities in various zone districts. 
• Support for the development of Urban Water Management Plans and promote 

Department of Water Resources grant funding for all water providers. 
• Support the development of groundwater management plans. 
• Support the development of future sources of additional surface water and 

groundwater, including conjunctive use, recycled water, conservation, additional 
storage of surface water and groundwater and desalination. 

Measure F: Prime agricultural lands, according to the Kern County Interim-Important 
Farmland map produced by the Department of Conservation, which have Class I or II soils 
and a surface delivery water system, shall be conserved through the use of agricultural 
zoning with minimum parcel size provisions. 
 



Table 2-1. Selected Kern County General Plan Goals, Policies, and Implementation Measures, continued 
Goal Policy Implementation Measure 

General Provisions (includes a specific subsection on surface water and groundwater.) 
Goal 1. Ensure that the County can accommodate anticipated future growth 
and development while maintaining a safe and healthful environment and a 
prosperous economy by preserving valuable natural resources, guiding 
development away from hazardous areas, and assuring the provision of 
adequate public services. 
 

Policy 33. Water related infrastructure shall be provided in an efficient and cost-
effective manner. 

Policy 34. Ensure that water quality standards are met for existing users and future 
development. 

Policy 35. Ensure that adequate water storage, treatment, and transmission facilities 
are constructed concurrently with planned growth. 

Policy 36. Ensure that appropriate funding mechanisms for water are in place to fund 
the needed improvements resulting from growth and subsequent development. 

Policy 37. Ensure maintenance and repair of existing water systems. 
Policy 38. Encourage utilization of wastewater treatment facilities which provide for 

the reuse of wastewater. 
Policy 39. Encourage the development of the County’s groundwater supply to sustain 

and ensure water quality and quantity for existing users, planned growth, and 
maintenance of the natural environment. 

Policy 40. Encourage utilization of community water systems rather than the reliance 
on individual wells. 

Policy 41. Review development proposals to ensure adequate water is available to 
accommodate projected growth. 

Policy 42. Encourage water supply purveyors to prepare master water plans for those 
areas of the County approaching existing design thresholds, including 
documentation of areas in need of system maintenance and repair. 

Policy 43. Drainage shall conform to the Kern County Development Standards and the 
Grading Ordinance. 

Policy 44. Discretionary projects shall analyze watershed impacts and mitigate for 
construction-related and urban pollutants, as well as alterations of flow patterns 
and introduction of impervious surfaces as required by California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), to prevent the degradation of the watershed to the extent 
practical. 

Policy 45. New high consumptive water uses, such as lakes and golf courses, should 
require evidence of additional verified sources of water other than local 
groundwater. Other sources may include recycled stormwater or wastewater. 

Policy 46. In accordance with the Kern County Development Standards, tank-truck 
hauling of domestic water for land developments or lots within new land 
developments is not permitted. 

 

Measure T. The Kern County Environmental Health Services Department will develop 
guidelines which will establish criteria for development of proposed new water 
systems when an existing water system, within a reasonable distance, is able to 
supply water. 

Measure U. The Kern County Environmental Health Services Department will develop 
guidelines for the protection of groundwater quality which will include 
comprehensive well construction standards and the promotion of groundwater 
protection for identified degraded watersheds. 

Measure V. Water and sewer purveying agencies should develop long-term sewer and 
water master plans in areas where these services are lacking or deficient and in areas 
where urban development exists or is designated. 

Measure W. Applications for General or Specific Plan Amendments will include sufficient 
data for review to facilitate desirable new development proposals consistent with 
General Plan policies, using the following criteria and guidelines: 

• The provision of adequate water, sewer, and other public services to be used. 
• The provision of adequate on-site nonpublic water supply and sewage disposal if no 

public systems are available or used. 
Measure X. Encourage effective groundwater resource management for the long-term 

benefit of the County through the following: 
• Promote groundwater recharge activities in various zone districts. 
• Support for the development of Urban Water Management Plans and promote 

Department of Water Resources grant funding for all water providers. 
• Support the development of Groundwater Management Plans. 
• Support the development of future sources of additional surface water and 

groundwater, including conjunctive use, recycled water, conservation, additional 
storage of surface water, and groundwater and desalination. 

Measure Y. Promote efficient water use by utilizing measures such as: 
• Requiring water-conserving design and equipment in new construction. 
• Encouraging water-conserving landscaping and irrigation methods. 
• Encouraging the retrofitting of existing development with water conserving devices. 
Measure Z. General Plan Amendments subject to environmental review and not 

otherwise subject to California Water Code Section 10910 shall demonstrate through 
a water supply assessment that a long-term water supply for a 20-year timeframe is 
available. The water assessment shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

• Source and quantity of historical water use on the site. 
• Estimated water consumption of the proposed development. 
• Estimated storage, if any, in meeting the projected need. 
• Recommendations for additional sources of water to address demand shortage. Such 

measures may include, but are not limited to, development of future sources of 
additional surface water and groundwater, including water transfers, conjunctive use, 
recycled water, conservation, and additional storage of surface water, groundwater, 
and desalination. Written acknowledgement that water will be provided by a 
community or public water system with an adopted Urban Water Management Plan 
shall constitute compliance with this requirement. 

 
 



 

Table 2-2. Selected Bakersfield Metropolitan Area General Plan Policies  
Goal Policy Implementation Measure 

Water Resources 
Goal 1. Conserve and augment the available water resources of the 
planning area. 
Goal 2. Assure that adequate groundwater resources remain available 
to the planning area. 
Goal 3. Assure that adequate surface water supplies remain available 
to the planning area. 
Goal 4. Continue cooperative planning for and implementation of 
programs and projects which will resolve water resource deficiencies 
and water quality problems. 
Goal 5. Achieve a continuing balance between competing demands 
for water resource usage. 
Goal 6. Maintain effective cooperative planning programs for water 
resource conservation and utilization in the planning area by involving 
all responsible water agencies in the planning process. 

 

Policy 1. Develop and maintain facilities for groundwater recharge in the 
planning area. 
Policy 2. Minimize the loss of water which could otherwise be utilized for 
groundwater recharge purposes and benefit planning area groundwater 
aquifers from diversion to locations outside the area. 
Policy 3. Support programs to convey water from other than San Joaquin 
Valley basin sources to the planning area. 
Policy 4. Support programs and policies which assure continuance or 
augmentation of Kern River surface water supplies. 
Policy 5. Work towards resolving the problem of groundwater resource 
deficiencies in the upland portions of the planning area. 
Policy 6. Protect planning area groundwater resources from further quality 
degradation. 
Policy 7. Provide substitute or supplemental water resources to areas 
already impacted by groundwater quality degradation by supporting facilities 
construction for surface water diversions. 
Policy 8. Consider each proposal for water resource usage within the context 
of total planning area needs and priorities-major incremental water 
transport, groundwater recharge, flood control, recreational needs, riparian 
habitat preservation and conservation. 
Policy 9. Encourage and implement water conservation measures and 
programs. 

Measure 1. Maintain, and utilize to the fullest extent possible, the City of 
Bakersfield's 2800-Acre spreading facility and all other existing recharge facilities 
and channels in or serving the planning area groundwater resource, including the 
Kern River channel through Bakersfield. 
Measure 2. Support all financially feasible and practical groundwater projects, 
for the augmentation of groundwater recharge for the south San Joaquin Valley 
basin by the construction and operation of additional recharge facilities or the 
importation of additional water for basin recharge. 
Measure 3. Oppose the diversion or exportation of water resources which would 
unduly diminish the availability of such resources for planning area groundwater 
recharge. 
Measure 4. Provide necessary legislative advocacy and/or funding for the 
Planning area. 
Measure 5. Initiate and/or support planning, financing, construction and 
implementation programs for supplying upland portions of the planning area 
having groundwater deficiencies with an adequate water supply. 
Measure 6. Support the provision of adequate wastewater collection systems 
and treatment reclamation and disposal facilities which will prevent 
groundwater degradation by on-site wastewater systems. 
Measure 7. Maintain industrial waste discharge regulation and monitoring 
programs which protect the planning area groundwater from contaminants. 
Measure 8. Provide supplemental or replacement water supplies (such as the 
City's conjunctive use project) to metropolitan area distribution systems which 
utilize currently or potentially degraded water supplies. 
Measure 9. Utilize the Kern River Plan Element as a policy guide for 
consideration of competing water resource needs, including water for municipal, 
industrial, direct irrigation, groundwater recharge, habitat restoration and multi- 
purpose recreational uses. 
Measure 10. Support additional water conservation measures and programs of 
benefit to the planning area. 

Water Distribution 
Goal 1. Ensure the provision of adequate water service to all 
developed and developing portions of the planning area. 

 

Policy 1. Reach agreement regarding mutually beneficial improvements in 
domestic water service and distribution facilities as required to improve 
overall metropolitan water service capabilities. 
Policy 2. Continue to provide domestic water facilities which are 
contributed directly by developers, through development and/or 
availability fees. 
Policy 3. Require that all new development proposals have an adequate 
water supply available. 

Measure 1. Utilize the Kern County Water Agency's Urban Bakersfield 
advisory committee for coordination of planning efforts. 
Measure 2. Implement the Urban Water Management Plan prepared by ID4 
(1985). 
Measure 3. Review, and modify as required, existing fee structures and 
ordinances to assure desired system financing and policy implementation. 
Measure 4. Study alternatives to provide an adequate water supply to the 
northeastern "non- district" area. 

 



 

Table 2-3. Selected City of Shafter General Plan Objectives and Policies  
Objective Policy 

Water Facilities 
Maintain a water system 
capable of providing the daily 
and peak water needs of 
existing and future residences, 
businesses, and other uses, 
including the provision of 
adequate fire flows, 
maintenance of adequate 
service pressures, and storage 
for drought and emergency 
conditions. 

 

1. Ensure that adequate infrastructure is in place and operational prior to 
occupancy of new development, such that new development will not 
negatively impact the performance of water facilities serving existing 
developed areas. 
2. Maintain an up-to-date master plan of water facilities. 
3. Protect and improve water infrastructure, replacing mains and pumping 
facilities as necessary, and improving the efficiency of water transmission 
facilities. 
4. Permit the construction of interim facilities when it will not impair the 
financing or timely construction of master planned facilities. 
5. Periodically evaluate local water consumption patterns, the adequacy of 
existing facilities, and the need for new facilities. 
6. Incorporate expected reductions in the need for water facilities resulting 
from water conservation programs based on actual experience with the 
implementation of such programs. 

Water Resources 
Provide adequate water 
supplies to meet present and 
future needs for domestic 
consumption and emergencies, 
while obtaining maximum 
benefit from limited water 
resources. 
 

1. Promote water conservation through application of appropriate 
landscaping and site planning techniques which may include:  

• Use of drought-tolerant vegetation in landscaping in new 
subdivisions and commercial/industrial developments. 

• Use of reclaimed water for large-scale irrigation and for dust control 
during grading where such water can be economically delivered; and 

• Installation of computerized irrigation controllers and drip irrigation 
systems. 

2. To ensure that land use changes will not adversely affect the Groundwater 
basin, applicants for General Plan and zoning ordinance amendments shall 
provide a factual statement of the following: 

• Current water demand: The amount of water necessary to support 
development under existing general plan and zoning designations. 

• Proposed water demand: The amount of water necessary to support 
development under the proposed General Plan and zoning 
designations. 

• Potential conservation: The amount of water that can be conserved 
by application of water conservation techniques in the proposed 
project. 

• Water from new sources: the amount of water necessary that can 
be specifically committed to this project. 

3. Require new development to be equipped with water conservation 
devices, including dual water systems where reclaimed wastewater can be 
economically provided. 
4. Work with the North of the River Sanitation District to facilitate the use of 
reclaimed wastewater. 
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